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President Admits to Indulging Police Violence

During his speech at the Police Academy on July 2, 2007, President Ilham 
Aliyev stated the following — word for word — in regards to violence used by 
police during the parliamentary elections of 2005:

[A] number of countries and international organizations demanded that we punish the policemen accused of violence. However, I stated that no one would be punished, since they were fulfilling their duties. I support the police today as well.


In January 2001, while acceding to membership in the Council of Europe, Azerbaijan undertook, among a number of obligations,  the obligation “To Prosecute Members of Law-enforcement Bodies Who Have Infringed Human Rights (particularly in the prohibition of torture) in the course of their duties.”

It is noteworthy that the country leadership always argues that it has fulfilled almost all commitments before the Council of Europe. The Institute of Peace and Democracy has repeatedly mentioned in its reports on the non-fulfillment of these obligations, with only 4 commitments out of 21 (!) CoE obligations having been fulfilled completely. Seven of the obligations remain completely unfulfilled commitments, including the above-mentioned obligation to ban torture and punishment of law-enforcement bodies. [See http://www.tt-ipd.org/en/view.php?i=2&name=6 for the ISD analysis of Azerbaijan’s fulfillment of Council of Europe obligations.]

The above-cited statement by the president may be regarded as explicit permission for the police to use violence against the participants of rallies or against journalists in the fulfillment of their professional duties — and none of them will be punished.

Leyla Yunus
Director, Institute of Peace and Democracy

P.S. According to our researches, only in 2006 13 persons died as the result 
of tortures and other means of violence by the police.
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