June 08, 2009

Monitoring of the Judicial System by the Institute of Peace and Democracy

Since 2006, the Institute of Peace and Democracy (IPD) has been engaged in the monitoring of the Judicial system of Azerbaijan, corresponding court investigations and decisions on national legislation and international law, particularly with the European Convention for Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. Thanks only to the subsequent funding of this project provided by the Embassies of the UK, Germany, Finland and the Council of Europe in 2006-2009, IPD succeeded in tracking socially significant legal trials, freedom of speech trials and politically motivated trials at all stages: from the court of original jurisdiction to the Supreme Court, thus covering a trial spanning several years. The legal proceedings below on the case of Novruzali Mamedov, a scholar and editor-in-chief of the only Talysh-language newspaper, is one of these cases and one such examples.We thereby bring this case to your attention to demonstrate that these legal processes do not always result only in the conviction of the accused. These trials are accompanied by ancillary ones: trials of family members (to exert pressure on the accused), trials on the use of torture and other infringements of rights of the accused. Monitoring of the whole package of ancillary trials covering a number of years is very important, as it enables to clearly demonstrate that the violation of the law in this specific case is not incidental. The monitoring materials clearly reveal key problems and shortcomings existing in Azerbaijan’s judiciary.

IPD extends its appreciation to all donors of these projects and hopes for 

the continuation of work in this direction.

Leyla Yunus

Director

Institute of Peace and Democracy

Trials for Case of Linguist Novruzali Mammedov

1.      On June 24, 2008 Novruzali Mammedov was sentenced by Grave Crimes 

Court (court of original jurisdiction) to 10 years in prison. Below you may 

find an evaluation of the legal trial and sentence made by a legal expert 

from the Institute of Peace and Democracy , as well as a court appearance by 

Gilal Mammedov as a witness, Chairman of Committee for Protection of Rights 

of Novruzali Mammedov.

2.      On December 26, 2008 the Court of Appeals gave its judgment for the 

case of Novruzali Mammedov, thus leaving the sentence of the court of 

original jurisdiction standing.

3.      Based on a cassation appeal, the Supreme Court chaired by Taptig 

Mahmudov reviewed the case over the course of one day on May 27, 2009, thus 

leaving the decision of the Court of Appeals standing.

4.      Emil Mammedov, son of Novruzali Mammedov, was arrested on June 17, 

2008, seven days before the sentence by the court of original jurisdiction 

on his father, with the aim of blackmailing him. Emil Mammedov was charged 

with possession of drugs. Below is an IPD legal expertâ€™s evaluation of the 

legal trial and sentence on the case of Emil Mammedov in Sabail District 

Court on October 07, 2008.

5.      Having been sent to Correctional Colony â„​15 on January 14, 2009, 

Novruzali Mammedov was tortured. On March 06, 2009 Sabail District Court did 

not satisfy an appeal on violation of Articles 3 and 13, the European 

Convention. Below is an IPD legal expertâ€™s evaluation of the legal trial in 

Sabail District Court which rejected the appeal.

6.      On April 16, 2009 the Court of Appeals left the decision of Sabail 

District Court (court of original jurisdiction) standing.

7.      Based on a cassation appeal by a lawyer on June 10, 2009 the Supreme 

Court will examine the case of the destruction of scientific works of 

scholar Novruzali Mammedov ( stored in computer memory) impounded while 

searching his flat on February 16, 2007. Neither the court of original 

jurisdiction, nor the Court of Appeals satisfied the appeal on the 

destruction of the scientific works.
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