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The Yasamal district court played host to farcical judicial hearing conducted behind closed doors without the participation of human rights defenders, Mass Media, and Embassy representatives on Sunday evening,  November 11th 2007. Chaired by Judge Takhir Ismaylov, the court ruled on  the application of 'preventive punishment' which entails a two-month  imprisonment term for Ganimat Zakhidov, the Chief Editor of the "Azadlig" newspaper (the first oppositional newspaper remaining from the Soviet 

 era).

 Mr. Zakhidov is charged with Article 127 (the infliction of bodily injury)  and Article 221 (hooliganism) of the Criminal Code. Zakhidov, like his brother Sakit Zakhidov who was sentenced to three years  imprisonment (due to drugs which were surreptitiously placed on his  person) in 2006, became a victim of paid provocateurs working for 

 republican governmental bodies that suppress human rights. Ganimat  Zakhidov became the ninth arrested journalist in Azerbaijan.

 The worst predictions have been acknowledged: this is a regime that has  deprived Azerbaijani citizens of their basic democratic freedoms (the  right to free elections, free assembly, protection from torture, and free trial). This regime uses all possible mechanisms in order to achieve the elimination of what remains of freedom of speech.

 In my opinion, Azerbaijani officials will neither react to civil society's  protest within the republic, nor the protests of the international democratic community, and will continue suppressing rights and freedoms within the country. Firstly, large amounts of money from oil sales flow,  and will continue to flow, into Azerbaijan in coming years. 

In this way, Azerbaijan is economically invulnerable and does not need any financial support from international financial institutions as is the case with Georgia. Second, the countries of the European Union are interested in Azerbaijan as an alternative (as opposed to Russian) source of energy resources. Third, the probability of military intervention against Iran still remains and Azerbaijan's territory could be utilized while performing this intervention. Instruments of pressure on the country's authorities which weaken the governmental regime are limited. Being aware of these fortunate circumstances, the regime uses the time provided by this situation to eliminate any dissident while seeking total control and authoritarian power.

Dissenting members of the electorate, which the opposition has traditionally relied upon, have become demoralized by longstanding political repression. Weak civil society is washed out by governmentally organized NGOs (CONGO). Journalists who fight for the right to freedom of speech are shot (as with the assassination of E.Huseynov in 2005), 

 abducted and tortured (Bakhadin Gaziyev in 2006), or beaten and crippled by employees of human rights suppression groups during extrajudicial punishment (Idrak Abbasov, Sarvan Rizvanov, Uzeir Cafarov and many others 2005-2007) before they are finally sentenced to long-term imprisonment on trumped up charges.

 The presidential elections of 2008 will be conducted by suppressing dissidence rather than the opposition. The social roots of extremism grow in these realities - the foundation for future destabilization and violence has been laid.
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