“ WE ARE RECEIVING DEATH THREATS. THERE ARE ORDERS TO INTERCEPT MY FAMILY AND ACTIVISTS WHO ACCOMPANY US IN THE STREET, AND BEAT US UP”
--- Reina Luisa Tamayo/ 8-16-2010
 

Banes, Cuba. REINA LUISA TAMAYO DANGER was once again attacked this past Sunday, August 15, 2010 by government organized mobs made up by the Cuban political police and military officials who surrounded her house with buses and trucks since 6:00 a.m., preventing her visit to the Church of La Caridad and the cemetery in Banes, in the eastern province of Holguin, Cuba. 

 

According to Reina, the riotous crowd, carrying posters and wearing t-shirts with the photos of Che Guevara and Fidel Castro, danced as they used six megaphones to scream offensive language to defame the family of prisoner of conscience, Orlando Zapata Tamayo, who died February 23, 2010, after suffering cruel and inhumane treatment at the hands of prison authorities in Cuba during an 86 hunger strike. 

 

In recordings ( see links below ) of interviews made to Reina Luisa Tamayo Danger ( August 15 & 16, 2010 ) she wishes the international community to be informed of the following facts:

· For more than five months the repression against myself, my family, and those activists who accompany us every Sunday to the Church of La Caridad and to visit the tomb of my son, ORLANDO ZAPATA TAMAYO, is becoming more violent and aggressive, involving larger crowds of policemen and military personnel, many dressed in plain clothes, some carrying metal rods wrapped in newspaper and small machetes (machetines). 

· Both my knees are hurt due to the constant aggressions I have been subjected to during these five months. 

· There are orders from Cuban authorities to beat us up ( the Tamayo family and all those who display solidarity towards us ). The aggressions are not limited to Sundays now, but any day of the week we are in the streets of Banes. My sons are being provoked, for no reason: they are being pushed, punched and kicked with the intent of creating a violent confrontation. The activists DANIEL MESA CANTILLO  was hit with a stone. CARIDAD BATISTA CABALLERO was punched when she was in the terminal, leaving Banes, and MARTA DIAZ RONDON has also been physically attacked. Most of this violence is perpetrated by unknown individuals dressed in plain clothes. 

· Our family and all those in solidarity with us have received death threats and have been told by these government backed agitators that if we continue going to church wearing t-shirts with the image of Orlando Zapata Tamayo and publicly convening marches on his behalf, that "they" were "unaware of the consequences and what would happen to us..."  

· The Bishop of Holguin, Emilio Aranguren visited my home on Saturday, August 14, 2010 to ask me once more that I attend the church to pray only with my family (no activists or other Ladies in White). I refused a request, that the Cuban government had also demanded of me. 

· The media has not covered these acts of violence against me and my family. I ask the national and international media to come to my home where the terror is: Calle Embarcadero #6, Reparto Mariana Grajales, Banes, Holguin, Cuba.  

· The death of Orlando Zapata Tamayo cannot go unpunished. Though I have requested it repeatedly, authorities have not given me my son's death certificate. We will continue asking for justice and whatever happens to any us, I hold the Cuban government responsible!
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