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Today, Georgia is witness to an excessively grave socio-economic and political environment.  State authority has been usurped by one man, Mikheil Saakashvili, and his corrupt circle.  Political terror reigns in the country, fundamental human rights and freedoms are ignored, and the prospects of restoring territorial integrity have become increasingly doubtful.  A great majority of the population lives in extreme poverty, national values are encroached upon, and genuine democratic principles are discredited by pseudo-liberal values.  For the purpose of creating a monolithic authoritarian government, the Orthodox Church, civil institutes, and free businesses are being attacked.
Given the current situation, it is crucial for the entire public and political opposition forces to unite, so that serious social and political cataclysms may be evaded through joint effort.  We believe the election of authorities accountable to, and with powers entrusted from the people is the one and only means for overcoming the current crisis. Such an election should be carried out through the restoration of constitutional order in the country and the organization of fair and free parliamentary elections during the spring of 2008.
We, the undersigned, the members of the National Council of the All People’s Movement, taking political responsibility before the Georgian people and for the future of the country, solemnly declare today for the future that we shall be faithful to the following fundamental principles:

1. Hold Democratic Elections: The election process shall be based on free competition between political parties alone with interventions from no other entity. State institutes shall be totally alienated from the process of free political competition. Elections should be held by an election administration set up on principles of parity and supported by the political forces and general public;

2. Reform Separation of Powers: Branches of government shall be rearranged with mechanisms of checks and balances, so that usurpation of power by any authority branch is impossible.  To this end, we consider the European style of parliamentary governance to be the most acceptable model, wherein a party or a coalition of parties, having won the parliamentary elections, shapes the executive authorities of government;
3. Establish an Independent Judiciary: The judicial system must not be a servant of the ruling political forces.  This may be achieved through direct reforms from within the judicial system, and through unconditional agreement of governmental structures and individual officials to remain detached.  This would be facilitated by the creation of relevant mechanisms, including lifetime appointments for Supreme Court judges, and instituting parity between branches of government in the composition of the Constitutional Court;
4. Restore Territorial Integrity: The restoration of territorial integrity by peaceful means shall be a top priority of the country’s foreign and internal policy.  Only a strong and democratic Georgia may guarantee such a restoration.  In this context, it is vital that the entirety of the internationally recognized territory of Georgia be liberated from the Russian military, including termination of the mandate for so-called “peacekeeping forces” located in the Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions.  Meanwhile, safety of the population, unconditional return of internally displaced persons (IDPs), and guaranteed political status under the constitution and international law should be secured for the conflict regions.  Military personnel involved in the conflicts shall be amnestied, except for persons having committed crimes against humanity;
5. Restore Local Self-Governance: Self-governance of villages and cities shall be re-established and leaders (mayors and local governors / Gamgebelis) shall be elected through direct voting.  The powers, property and finances of state and local governance shall be strictly separated.  Presidential proxies shall be replaced by elected regional bodies;
6. Prevent Political Violence: Political prisoners and prisoners of conscience shall be released.  Notorious cases from the Shevardnadze and Saakashvili periods, including the deaths of President Gamsakhurdia and Prime Minister Zhvania, the murders of Girgvliani, Robakidze, and others including the assault on MP Valeri Gelashvili, shall be investigated, and a Law on Lustration shall be adopted.  The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall be decentralized and subjected to civilian control;
7. Restore Freedom of the Media: The role of the government shall be to ensure freedom of the media, so that public and private broadcasting shall be free from political control. Editorial independence shall be secured;

8. Protect Private Property Rights: Damages incurred by private citizens during the Saakashvili period shall be compensated, persons involved in illegal confiscations shall be held liable, firm legislative guarantees protecting private property shall be established, and mechanisms for determining state liabilities and compensating damages to deposit owners and other citizens shall be developed;
9. Protect Free Entrepreneurship: Businesses shall be liberated from state racketeering.  Increases in private employment and income, and not increases in state coffers, shall determine the economic progress of the country.  The state shall attract investments for Georgian businesses and operate within the structures of a healthy, market economy;
10. Improve Living Conditions: The minimum salary in the public sector, including education, health care, and others, shall be at least equal to a living minimum.  Pensions shall be issued based on length of service and merit, and benefits shall be introduced for the veterans of war and military forces, as well as for other categories of socially vulnerable persons.  Labor discrimination based on age, political standing, and other grounds shall be discontinued;
11. Separate the State from the Operations of the Orthodox Church: Involvement of the state and political institutions in ecclesiastical affairs shall be forbidden.  The state shall observe all obligations under constitutional agreements concluded with the Georgian Orthodox Church.  The state shall take full responsibility for political, economic and cultural integration of national minorities into the Georgian state, including study of the state language in the whole territory of Georgia;
12. Integrate into NATO and the Euro-Atlantic Community: All obligations taken within the framework of NATO’s partnership program shall be fulfilled, national legislation shall be harmonized with EU legislation, and Georgia shall leave the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).  Establishment of good neighborly and mutually beneficial economic and political relations with neighboring states shall be a priority of the country’s foreign policy.
Leaders of the oppositional parties:

Shalva Natelashvili 

The Labour Party of Georgia  

David Usupashvili 

The Republican Party of Georgia 

Kakha Shartava 

Political Party – The National Forum 

Zviad Dzidziguri 

The Conservative Party of Georgia

Salome Zurabishvili 

The Way Of Georgia
Konstantin Gamsakhurdia 
Political Movement “Liberty” (Tavisupleba)

Koka Guntsadze 

Movement for the United Georgia

Paata Davitaia 

Political Union “Ourselves” (“Chven tviton”)

Koba Davitashvili 

People’s Party

Jondi Baghaturia 

Political Movement “The Georgian Troup” (“Kartuli Dasi”)
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